
What is a 
complementary 
color of yellow?

Is green a 
warm color?

True or False 
You can add 
white to a 

color to make 
a tint. 

Are colors 
symbolic in 
Shawnee 
culture?



Purple
Mixing complementary 

colors will create neutral 
or brown-grey colors.

Maybe
In color theory, green 
is considered a cool 

color. The idea of color 
temperature is just that, 

an idea. 
Example: blue is a cool 

color but in physics, blue 
indicates that an energy 

source is hot.

True! 
Pink is a tint of red 

(red+white)

Not so much
Color is generally a 

personal choice and there 
are only a few known 

instances where certain 
colors are meaningful.
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Can you make 
yellow by 
combining 

colors?

Is clay 
something 

that can 
be used as 
pigment?

True or False? 
During the 

dyeing process, 
chromophores 
are extracted 

from plant, lichen, 
and tree parts to 

dye materials.

Can you dye 
porcupine 

quills?



No
You cannot mix colors to 

create yellow. You can 
mix two primary colors 

together to create a 
secondary color. 

Yes
Pigments can be made of 
many different materials 
such as minerals, clays, 
ores, plants, flowers, 

fruits, roots, berries and 
bark. 

True
Chromophores are the 
molecules in organic 
material that absorb 

wavelengths of visible 
light, thus giving the 

objects its appearance 
of color. 

Yes
Natural dyes work better 

with protein fibers, or 
fibers from animals, such 

as hair, skin and quills. 



What besides 
leaves, stems 
and roots is 
needed to 

make a natural 
dye?

When creating 
dyebaths ratios 
are often used. 
What is another 

way to write 
a two to one 

ratio?



Mordant
Most natural dyes 

need the addition of a 
mordant. Metallic salts 
are a common mordant 
as well as ash, cream of 

tartar and urine. 

2:1 or 2/1
One recipe suggests 
using a two to one 

ration of plant material 
to the fiber you are 

going to dye. 


