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The mini series, which was 21 hours in length,

Access Free Genealogy –

covered the history of these families over

www.accessgenealogy.com

several months. This major television event

Free record searches,

featured many of the top actors of that day and

specializes in Native American

was such an interesting story it made me

genealogy

curious about my own family history.

Family Search -

I didn’t grow up in a traditional Native American

www.familysearch.org

home. Our family had moved away to different

Largest collection of free

parts of the country over the years and lost

genealogical records in the

touch with the Shawnee Tribe.

world operated by the LatterDay Saints. Allows subscriber
to create a family tree and
save records on this online
database

Great Grandmother Julia Byrd circa 1870

My father had an old newspaper article with an
obituary about my great grandfather who had

Everyone has heard the statement from someone

moved to Kansas from Virginia after the Civil

that my great great grandmother was a Cherokee

War. My great grandfather was a dentist and

Princess. If your family has been in Oklahoma for

was asked to attend to one of the Shawnee

WikiTree -

generations, there could be some validity in that

chiefs in Kansas City, Moses Silverheel.

www.wikitree.com Very

statement. For others maybe not.

During his visit he met the niece of the chief, a

Searching for Native American ancestry is not

young Shawnee woman named Julia Ellick. She

much more difficult than searching for anyone else

was engaged to marry Francis Chouteau, one

large collaborative Family
Tree resource. Subscriber
(free) can save family tree
information and search other
trees which may contain
relatives
Find a Grave www.findagrave.com Locate
ancestors in cemeteries
across the globe

in your family tree. You have to understand the

of the sons of the famous Choutueu family of

basics of genealogy, then look in the right places. It

St. Louis. Julia married Frank Chouteau but he

can be difficult depending on the tribe and area of

was killed on a hunting trip by falling from a

the country though.

horse. Some time after this happened my great
grandfather courted Julia and they were

Back in the late 1970’s there was a mini-series on

eventually married. The newspaper article

TV called “Centennial”, written by James Michener.

describes her family, and their life in Kanas,

The story followed the lives of an Arapaho family

and then northeast Oklahoma up until my great

from the mid 1700’s through modern times. The

grandfather Byrd’s death in 1913. After reading

story revolved around the inter-marriage of one of

the article, I had some names and dates which

the daughters with a French trapper from St. Louis
who traded with the Indians in that area.

allowed me to start doing research on this part
of my family tree.

You had to create a chain of records that would
lead you from one place to another. In

Fee-Based Online

researching my Shawnee ancestry, we had to
visit the National Archives in Kansas City and

Resources

Fort Worth which contained quite a few Native
American records. My wife and I have made

Ancestry –

many trips across the country researching my

www.ancestry.com One of the

family tree, and family history

largest and most complete
subscription genealogy websites.

Today genealogy can be started online with any

Allows subscriber to save and

of the free websites that offer these services.

share family trees and family

There are a number of sites which require a

records

monthly or annual subscription in order to allow
you to save records and do searches. I would

Geni –

suggest the free sites initially since they will

www.geni.com Large database

generally have many of the same records

with collaboration from other

needed to start a family tree.

genealogists. Allows subscriber
to save and share family trees

Grandmother Julia Lee (right) with
Eva Byrd (sister) circa 1895

and family records
My Heritage –
www.myheritage.com Large

Overview
When I first started doing the research on my
family tree in 1979, the first record I found was my

Fold3 – www.fold3.com Large

grandmother’s Dawes enrollment card. The Dawes

database containing US Military

Rolls were the last official tally of the Five Civilized

serviceman records as well as

Tribes in the US, and enrollees were eligible for

Dawes Packets and other Native

land allotments. Since my grandmother had

American records

passed away several years before I was born I

Newspapers.com –
www.newspapers.com Copies
of newspapers from across the
US which can help find out
information about ancestors
including obituaries and other
stories
Many of these Fee-based
databases will find records and
other information for you based
on your names and dates which
you have in your tree which
makes research pretty easy.

Initially you will need some family information in
order to start your research. You will need the
names and birth and death dates of your

database of records and family
trees owned by Geni.

Where to Begin?

didn’t get to meet her and didn’t know much about
her either, so was I thrilled when I found her on the
Dawes Rolls. This spurred me on to keep
researching, and I have been doing it constantly
for over 40 years.
Researching, in those days, required you to visit
local libraries to look up genealogical information
in books, and on microfilm. It was a tedious, and
very time-consuming process. On top of that, you
very likely had to travel to other distant locations
to find out information in that area where your
family may have lived.

grandparents, or great grandparents in order to
search for records. You will likely need to know
where they lived to narrow down your searches.
It isn’t uncommon to get thousands of records
from people with the same name but in a
different time or location. The more accurate
information you have, the easier it is to drill
down to the records you will be researching.
Some of the records you will be researching are
census, tax, land, military as well as tribal
records.

obortis dignissim conventio, torqueo, acsi roto modo. Feugait

Local Native
American and
Regional
Archives
National Archives Fort Worth
Texas - 1400 John Burgess
Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76140
Information on Native American
Tribes in the central US including

Common Genealogy Records
Census records contain some of the best
information about a family. Census records
provide different kinds information from one
decade to the next. The later records show the
names of the head of the household, as well as

Dawes Rolls and Packets
National Archives Kansas City

All of these records help put together a puzzle

Missouri - 400 West Pershing

that becomes your family tree and family history.

Road Kansas City, MO 64108

There are many other resources to examine
online, or in person, which can provide valuable
information for your family history.

Kansas Historical Society www.kshs.org Many records
pertaining to the Shawnee Tribe

the names and ages of a spouse or children.

In the margins are a list of resources for general

and other Kansas tribes living in

They may also show the names of boarders or

genealogy research, as well as sites devoted to

Kansas during the mid 1800’s.

other relatives that live in the same household.

Native American research. Most sites provide

Located in Topeka Kansas.

Some census records provide a house number

some Native American information from the late

or location of where the people actually lived.

1800’s through current times. There are several

Older census records only provided the name of
the head of the household and how many other
people lived in the house. These may be difficult
to determine if they are indeed your ancestors
due to the lack of information. Census records
can be invaluable in working your way back
through your family genealogy and family

sites operated by the National Archives which
contain Native American records, as well as the
Oklahoman State Historical Society, which
contains many records from tribes in Oklahoma.
You may want to visit other state historical
society websites if your tribe was originally from
some other state or area of the country.

Oklahoma Historical Society –
www.okhistory.org Contains
Native American records
including Dawes Rolls and
Packets which contain
information regarding enrollment
in the Five Civilized Tribes in
1900. There are also written and
oral histories available for many

history. The latest available census information

Records specific to Native Americans may be

tribes from the early years in

is the 1940 US census. A person born after 1940

harder to come by as you go back in time. The

Oklahoma

will of course not be on that census so you must

availability of records will coincide with the time

keep that in mind as you do your research.

in each tribe’s history of contact with

Tax and land records can provide other details
about a family to help understand where they
lived during the time between each Federal
census. Since the census records are only taken
every ten years, you may have to dig into land
and tax records to glean any additional
information about your ancestors.

Europeans/Americans. My Shawnee tribe, which
was on the east coast, interacted with the
Europeans in the 1600’s. There are records
available that include the names of the Shawnee
leaders, as well as a considerable amount of

Tulsa City – County Library
Genealogy Center – 8316 E.
93rd St. Tulsa, OK 74133 (Free
access to Ancestry.com and
Fold3 when visiting Genealogy
Center)

information on Shawnee life. The quality of the

Tulsa East Stake Family

records get better, and include more information

History Center - 12110 E

as you get closer to current times.

Seventh St Tulsa, OK 74128
(Local LDS research facility)

Family History
In addition to a family tree, it is
possible to find information
about an individual or family by
researching these same sites.
The family history aspect of
genealogy is what has kept me
interested for over 40 years.
I have traced my Shawnee
family back to the late 1600’s in
western Pennsylvania where
they were friends with William
Penn.
They were leaders of many of
the wars which were fought to try

Dawes Enrollment Card

and stop the
Europeans/Americans from

Genealogy and DNA

advancing into Ohio and
Kentucky. They captured Daniel
Boone, killed his son in battle

DNA testing is a relatively new tool used by

mtDNA testing follows the maternal line of a

and fought in the first Battle of

genealogists in researching family histories.

female subject back thousands of years. Just

the American Revolution at Point

There are several types of DNA tests available,

like the Y-DNA test, the maternal mtDNA passed

Pleasant West Virginia in 1774.

each target a different part of a persons genetic

from mother to daughter remains unchanged.

background and can be used to find ethnicity,

This allows a person to trace the origins of their

family lines and both close and distant family

maternal grandmother back, seemingly forever.

members.

My cousin took an mDNA test and we found that

The three common DNA tests available for

our great grandmother who was Shawnee, was

genealogists are Autosomal, Mitochondrial and

in the Haplogroup X2a, one of the rarest

Y-DNA testing. Each of these tests target a

Haplogoups in the world. X2a is only found in

Stephen Ruddell a famous white

different aspect of a person’s family tree, and

the US and only 3% of North American Native

captive who grew up with

you need to understand each before selecting

Americans are from this Haplogroup. X2a is

Tecumseh is my 2nd cousin 4x

one of these tests.

found in the northeastern part of the US and

Ironically the Shawnee killed my
5x great grandfather, John
Hutchinson in a raid on Fort
Upper Tract during the French
and Indian War.

removed. His mother was my 5x
great grandfather’s cousin.

Autosomal DNA testing provides ethnicity of
both parents, migration patterns of ancestors

Geneaology can open up all

and matches to family members from recent and

kinds of interesting facts and

past generations.

discoveries about your family. It
is very rewarding to know who
your ancestors were, and what
they had to endure. It is possible
that if any one thing changed
about your famly history you
would not be here.

Canada, mainly in the Ojibwa and other
Algonquin tribes, but is even rare with them.
DNA testing can open up a new world for
genealogists and can support or refute
conventional genealogical research. I have

Y-DNA tests only provide results from the

found several lost relatives and confirmed the

paternal side of a male subject. The Y-DNA is

links to others that genealogical records

passed down from each father to son unchanged

couldn’t confirm.

for thousands of years. Y-DNA provides clues to
your first paternal grandfather which will have
been thousands of years earlier. It is very
interesting to see what part of the world your
paternal ancestors originated.

DNA testing can be done anonymously so that
no one knows who the subject is unless they are
willing to share their results. It is a great tool for
genealogists.

